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Cybercrime as an Economy

Top 3 Economies Globally
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EU Cyber Security & 
Strategic Autonomy

• €1.6bn from the Digital Europe Programme for cybersecurity (2021-2027) –

• National SOCs, Cyber Emergency Planning, Strategies, legislation, Cyber Shield, Cyber Skills

• EU Cyber Competency Centre & National Coordination Centers

• Cyber Certification – CRA, Cloud, 5G

• Regulation – NIS2.0

• €1.6bn in Horizon Europe for the Civil Security for Society cluster (2021-2027)



Ireland’s Cyber 
Threats & Challenges

Grant Thornton (2021)
The Economic Cost of Cybercrime



International Skills Shortage



Cluster Methodology - ACCIO



Cluster Development Model
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Collective Voice of the Cyber Security Cluster in Ireland

Enhance the Innovation, Growth and Competitiveness 

Supported by:

Eoin Byrne, Cyber Ireland
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Locations in Ireland 

>730 offices across Ireland.

Substantial clusters in Dublin, 
Cork, Limerick and Galway

Strong links between 
academic & research 
institutions, and the cyber 
security sector





Cyber Security SMEs
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The Future



20/05/2021

1. Building the Community – Bring the cyber security cluster (industry-
academia- government) together to facilitate networking, sharing of 
knowledge and collaboration.

2. Talent & Skills – Support a sustainable pipeline of cyber security talent to 
meet current and future demand and needs of industry;

3. Innovation - Enhance cyber security research & innovation through
collaboration of industry and knowledge providers;

4. Grow & Export – Increased competitiveness to support start-ups, SMEs & 
MNCs to launch, grow and scale internationally;

5. Promotion – Ensure strong national, and international, branding and 
promotion of the cluster;

6. Advocacy – Provide a collective voice to represent the cyber security 
cluster and advocate on its behalf, working with our partners in 
government.





Cyber Skills & Education

Cyber Course Finder Map
*Sources: Morgan McKinley and Cyber Ireland

https://www.cyberireland.ie/career-map/
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Success Factors

1. Placing a collective (big) bet on a unique 
opportunity – activate don’t create

2. Industry-driven, university-fuelled, government-
supported 

3. Championed by passionate, dedicated leaders 

4. Focused on establishing a robust ecosystem, not 
quick job gains 

5. Cluster Development Model & Cluster Expertise
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